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“A DAY AROUND 


MONTEREY 


BA 3 AMERICA’S MOST MODERN TRAIN 





“The Western Railroader" is happy to be on board the 
Second Annual Joint Railfan Excursion to Santa Cruz. This 
joint trip is unique not only in the number of fan groups 
represented, but in the fact that the relationship has 
continued, The long worked for joint excursion advisory 
board to schedule fan trips has exceeded our best expectat- 
ions in spacing trips without interfering with the internal 
workings of the various clubs, May we continue to work 
together to the co,mon interest of railfans as a whole in 
the years to come, 


FAN TRIPS: The schedule of fan trips for the immediate 
future is not too clear, Northern Cal has 

scheduled a trip for August 12th originally for a gas 

car over the Cal Western, but are working on an alternate 

trip over the line of the Hammond Redwood Company. The 

Bay Area Electric is also working on a trip in August to 

cover the remaining Northern District lines of the Pacific 








Electric, but the date is still uncertain, The early 
September date set by Cal-Nevada for a Klamath Falls trip 
has according to reports been cancelled, The September 
16 date for the R&LHS Bay Area shipyard railway car trip 
is still age | with some question as to whether the trip 
will be run, he October 7th R&LHS date on the Sierra 
Railroad seems to be the only “sure" date on the calendar. 


---- IN MEMORIAM .... 
This past month saw the terminal run for one of the 


best known railfans on the Pacific Coast, Stanley F. Merritt 


who was secretary of the Pacific Coast Chapter of the R&LIS 
since its founding in 1937. His name is a familiar one 


to those who have taken railfan trips as he has handled mort 
railfan reservations than any other person. He did a swell 


job and will be missed, 
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Pullman observation sleeper on the "Sunset Limited" at 


Burlingame in July, 1921, headed for San Francisco. 
-- S.P. Co. photo. 


END OF THE LINE FOR OPEN OBSERVATIONS 
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The "Suntan", unique in many other ways, is also 
to be the last regular operation of an open observation 
on the Southern Pacific, if indeed the entire Pacific 
Coast, Streamlining has spelled the doom of the open 
cars though the trend is of long standing. 

At one time as the adjoining table indicates the 
SP name trains had many observations in-service. Some 
were Pullman-owned observation-sleepers, but as the roster 
shows the SP owned quite a number of its own, Even as 
early as 1930 they were going out with the wooden cars 
being converted into business and MW cars and the steel 
cars to coaches and diners. 

Today-only six open observation cars - 2901, 2902, 
2903, 2913, 2914 and 2915 --are still in service and it 
is reported that 2903, 2913, 2914 and 2915 may be conver- 
ted into "Blood Bank" cars, The two cars on the train 
today are the non-air conditioned 2901 and the ice act- 
ivated air conditioned 2902, 

In 1927 the SP even had some open-top observations 
converted from wooden coaches for use on the Shasta Route, 
but they were in service only a short time and were scrapped 
at Alameda, 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC SCHEDULED OBSERVATION RUNS 
August, 1924 


"Sunset" 101-102, observation sleepter, SF-New Orleans 
"Sunset Mail” 7, cafe-obs., New Orleans-Huston 

"Lark" 75-76,- observation sleeper,-SF - Los Angeles 
"Padre" 74-73, observation-sleeper, SF - Los “ngeles 
"Daylight" 72-71 , observation, SF - Los Angeles 

"Shore Line Limited" 77-78, observation Parlor, SF-LA 

"Del Monte Express 27-28, observation-Parlor, SF-Pac. Grove 
"Stockton Lodi Flyer" 80-89, Cafe-Obs., Oakland-Lodi 

"El Dorado"-48-47, observation, Oakland-Sacramento 

"Owl" 26-25, observatien-sleeper, Oakland-Les Angeles 
"Golden State Ltd" 3-4, observation sleeper, Chicago-LA 
"San Francisco Overland" 1-2, obs.-sleeper, Chicago-Oak land 
"St Louis Express"-21-22, obs. sleeper, -Oakland- Ogden 
"Pacfic Ltd" 20-19, observation Sleeper, Oakland-Chicago 
"Shasta" 12-11, observation sleeper, Oakland-Portland 
"Oregonian" 54-53, observation sleeper, Oakiand-Portland 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC OPEN OBSERVATIONS AS OF 1930 


1738 72 ft wooden observation Pullman, 1910 

1739 72 £t wooden observation Pullman 1910 

1758 60 £t wooden coach converted to open top obs 1927 
1778 60 ft wooden coach converted to open top obs 1927 
1900 72 ft wooden observation Pullman 1909 

1904 72 ft wooden observation Pullman 1909 

1908 72 £t wooden observation Pullman 1910 

2900 72 f£t wooden observation Pullman 1910 

2901 72 £t wooden observation Puliman1910 

2903 75 ft steel observation Pullman 1929 


2904 75 ft 

2905 75 ft " ™ “4 “dl 

as 6ST at. * ai os 1930 
2914 77 ft " ‘2 i 7” 

2915 77 ft " " J “3 


Prior Conversions 
1732 72 ft wooden obser. Pullman 1909 sold 1920 


1733 éd sold 1919 

1734 és " ” e i sold 1920 

1735 ok ‘a ‘id aj sold 1920 

1736 ~ 2 " 4“ id sold 1920 

1737 és 4 se 1910 cafe-Obs 10903 

1907 dd _ ws - 1910 inst. car CP 111 

2804 77 £t steel observation converted to diner 10092 

wt wv w wv t 

ane w w wt w tt eee 

2807 és id ” ” si 10095 
CP2902 vw wv wv w vw 10096 
CP2903 2 al ai - 10097 


Later Replacements 
2902 steel observation Puliman 1929 ex-UP 1536 


2904 converted to coach 2348 Data from S.P. files 
2905 converted to coach 2349 Courtesy of Ed Wrrer 
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Pullman observation sleeper on the "Shasta" about 19 
21 
at Berkeley station northbound to Portland. SP photo. 


@ Chess © 


(\ Some 250 persons were on board the SP special to 
Stirling City June 10th sponsored by the Pacific Coast 
Chapter R&LHS and Cal-Nevada. Engine 2728 had a hard 
time on the grades, especially starting at Paradise. All 
of the geared engines of the Diamond Match Company were 
spotted for pictures. 

The Bay Area Electric railfans had an unusual outing 
June 3rd when they toured the remaining SN trackage in 
Sacramento in a former Saskatchewan Municipal Railwa 
4-wheel street car now owned by Eldon W, Lucy. Car Yio 
was purchased by Eldon as a result of a trip to the 
Canadian city last year and the car was brought down on 
a flat car for storage in the Bay Area. It is now at 
the SN yard at 40th and Shafter in Oakland, 








OREGON "DINKEY" SOLD  Lorane Valley Lumber Co. #1 has 

been sold to a Pasadena railfan, 
Chad O'Conner and has been moved to that California city. 
The tiny 12-ton 0-4-0T originally was built by Porter in 
1891 for the Rogue River Valley Railroad (Jacksonville- 
Medford) and saw various service until purchased by J. H. 
Chambers of Cottage Grove. The Lorane Valley purchased 
the Chambers properties about five years ago. 

-- Eugene Register-Guard 
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MILLS LEAVES MUNI WITII PLAN While Marmion D, Mills 
leaves the SF Muni after- 
ehance to spend the last of the 20 million voted in 1947, 
he has left a plan for a new bond issue of 12 million to 
purchase 150 to 200 more trolley coaches and 22 PCC cars 
and 100 gas busses for “replacement purposes", The plan 
is to rehabilitate the K , L and N lines, shorten the M 
line and convert the B and J to trolley busses, His 
plan also includes the impossible combination of the 
California Street Cable's California street line east 
of Hyde with the Hyde-street line North of California, 
One has a center slot, the other has an off-center slot 
s0 a grip good on one line is not good on the other. 
He has urged quite strongly the repeal of the two-man 
ordinance estimating the potential saving at $825,000 per 
year. 





CABLE MERRY GO ROUND’ The long pending purchase of the 
California Street Cable by the City 
of San Francisco still pends with both sides trying for an 
advantage, Eariy purchase was stalled by Cal Cable trying 
to beat the $150,000 top price voted by the people by sell- 
ing the assets subject to a tidy sum of judgments secured by 
persons injured on the lines over the years, The company 
and the city then disputed over the cost of the Broadway 
tunnel detour with the company abandoning service on Hyde 
during construction, The city supplied bus service dur- 
ing the shut-down, but continued it after the cable: line 
reopened until the Mayor called a halt to the fight. Latest 
round is a break in the cable west of Hyde on the Calif- 
ornia Street which tied up the entire line for a time. 
The company claimed it didn't have the money for an $8000 
cable, but after the city refused to put bus service on 
California they found they could operate east of Hyde with- 
out shutting the line down entirely. The Utilities 
Commission is not anxious to buy the Cal Cable anyway and 
the Cal Cable seems to be trying to get a better deal 
than that voted by the people, 





OTHER ELECTRIC NOTES: Key system placed Cleveland lock- 
type fare boxes on their trans-bay 
trains June 3rd to collect local fares and Treasure 
Island fares, -< Pacific Electric has paid the City of 
Los Angeles $175,000 to cover cost of removing 13.67 miles 
of track where rail service has been terminated, The city 
of Pasadena received $102,938 for removal of rails on the 
Oak Knoll and Sierra Madre lines inside the city limits. 


MORE MOVIES ON SIERRA’ Scenes for “Cimarron Kid" a Univer- 

sal picture were photographed on 

the Sierra Railroad May 19th and 21st using the #3 and 

coaches 2 and 6 plus a home-made baggage car. The equi piient 

was lettered "K.T.& C.R.R." (Kansas Texas & California RR) 
The Western Railroader @ Page Six - Al Rose 
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NORTHERN PACIFIC PREPARES Northern Pacific has pur- 
NENGINE FOR DISPLAY PURPOSES chased Nez Perce & Idaho 
#4 to-be restored for dis- 
play purposes to its original number, Northern Pacific 684. 
'The engine was built for NP in 1883 by New York Locomotive 
Iworks. The 4-4-0 was sold to the short-line in 1928, but 
Hhas not seen service since 1941, -- Spokane Daily Chronicle 


$ 

lwp. SCRAPPINGS Western Pacific has sold the following 

i engines-to Luria Bros for scrapping: 161, 
5172, 178, 180, 205, 207, 209, 302 and 316. They will 
Iscrap 204 at-their Sacramento Shops, “Switchers 156 and 
6158, 0-6-0's, have been sold to the U.S. Gypsum Company 
hior use at their Gerlach, Nevada, plant. - WP release. 





©W.P. GETS 5 MORE DIESELS The Western Pacific has received 
; five more diesel-electric loco- 
-motives, Three are 6000-hp road engines and will be used 
}on the Eastern Division freight service. The other two are 
/1000-hp switchers-which will be used in “round-the-clock” 
switching at Elko, Nevada, The road engines are Electro- 
Motive while the switchers are Alco-GE, The WP now only 
has steam between Oakland and Oroville with-the rest of 

the system, including all passenger service, 100% diesel. 





, 






NOTES ON THE LUMBER RAILROADS The Feather River Pine 
Mills at Feather Falls 
| has discontinued its lumber line and most of the track is 
| now torn up and the engines stored at Feather Falls. The 
Feather River Railroad between Feather Falls and the W.P. 
is still in operation however, 
The narrow gauge line of the Michigan-California 
| Lumber-Company is now torn up and everything at Pino 
| Grande, including the-mill and town, has been sold for 
_ Scrap. Engines 15, 9, 6 and 4 have been serapped and 
| engine 5; which was the last engine to run, will also be 
écrapped, Engines 1 and 3 are at Camino, but probably 
will also be scrapped. Engines 2 and 11 are being set 
up on display at Camino along with the engine already on 
display, The standard gauge Camino, Placerville & Lake 
Tahoe RR is still running, but engine 1 is coming up for 
| Maintainance and the company is considering a diesel to 
» replace it, 
Up north Long Bell 1001, 2-6-6-2 has cracked a high 
pressure cylinder and is eut of service, probably for keeps. 
McCloud River Railroad 27, 2-8-2, is out of service with work 
due on its flues and some question as to whether it is worth 
it. McClaud's second diesel, No. 29, is now in service. 
-- John Carrick and Charles Givens 








The Western Railroader @ Page Seven 





Trans; 
Li 





LONETRES ~ 
— 


; 10D ISTER 


TSA Le * 
DSN Hy 
f 4 


SS ‘ \t C ‘ies 
i “4 : 
- i= | { / t ry 
Af Mes ea | C 
( PONT, Pimayg Sy of 
ON TEREY 


PENIN: 
about 
the S. 
stree: 
\ We rebui. 
Portion of the \ WS \ 3 enclo: 
SP Coast Division \ ee We 
October, 1922 Nid Numbe s 


NES MM DOL Us. Volume 
ee LESS WS 
—_, 








